Scientific Aspects of Neurology. Leeds Neurological Sciences Colloquium 1959 -60. Hugh Garland, Editor. MacMillan Co. of Canada, Ltd. Toronto. 1961 . This book presents a series of weekly postgraduate Iectures that Dr. Garland arranged at Leeds. The advantage of reading a lecture is considerable for all but the best informed. The simple lucidity of a good lecture is preserved in print and the reader is brought to recent advances through easy reviews. These features should make this volume very attractive to the man who is preparing for senior examinations in any clinical field as well as for the older physician or surgeon who struggles with the responsibility to keep up to date. The lecturers, with one exception, are all from the United Kingdom and are clinicians or from the clinical scene. This reflects the British capacity to apply scientific advances and yet conserve traditional and tested practical clinical lore. For Canadian students, set in a more fluid North American milieu, these papers provide a salutary opportunity to enjoy overseas .Neurology at its most delightful best.
Many of the lecturers are well known. Here we find Walshe on the pyramidal tract, Jefferson on sleep, Critchley on aphasia, Symonds on epilepsy and Cummings on the cerebral lipidoses. Dr. Ludo van Bogaert of Antwerp adds his distinction to the series with a discussion of disseminated sclerosis as an imitator. Lumsden deals with the pathology and pathogenesis of this disease. Whitteridge and Zangwill each present a neurophysiological lecture on cerebral organization. Exley on the pharmacology of t'he reticular activating system and Roberts on the rational use of tranquilizing drugs touch 'on psycho-pharmacology. Clinical aspects include Hill on the epileptogenic focus, Harriman on muscle biopsy, Williams on basilar insufficiency, Cook on traumatic tetraplegia and Liversedge on writer's cramp. Surgical experiences with trigeminal neuralgia by Pennybacker and with posterior communicating aneurysms by McKissock complete the tour.
The title of this book might be considered unfortunate and confusing since another British publication has appeared with the title "Modern Scientific Aspects of Neurology". In the latter, Dr. Cummings has compiled studies in the basic sciences that are related to neurology. The general medical reader will find the Leeds volume less demanding. For psychiatrists, however, the two books complement each other. Some of the difficulties are:-The somewhat technical even obscure terms used by the various authors, the carefully hedged results of research findings, but the reviewer was especially disappointed that after reading the volume thrice he had learned so little new concerning parental attitudes and child behavior! Is there too great a gap between clinical practice and research findings, especially in the Social Sciences?
Two sections came closest to clinical practice. The first was a very ambitious "review and reformulation of mental mechanisms (defences) used against In-ner conflict" by Swanson. The second was a study of "Maternal attitudes and general adjustment in School children" by Gildea, et al.
The former author attempts to describe defences as "an aspect of (the individual's) role in a social relationship (i.e.) (these defences are) imported into him". From this point of departure the author goes on to reorganize and subsume the various defences under two different types of identification (anaclitic and identification with an aggressor).
The latter authors, as part of other studies carried out with signal success in the St. Louis area in the past six years report many interesting findings, negative as well as positive, in the correlations between maternal attitudes and their children's adjustment. A minor point however is the confusing way that they use commonly accepted clinical terms to describe their mothers in their own special way (e.g. "paranoid" mothers, "depressed" mothers).
A weakness of all studies reported is the common one, namely that for most authors a parental attitude is used to describe what is basically a maternal attitude. Clinically this oversimplification usually leads to erroneous assessment.
It is obvious that this reviewer considers this book has limited application in clinical psychiatry. It might be of value as a reference book. However as a collection of interesting findings and approa~hes by very skilled investigators I feel It should be very helpful to social scientists. This book is the .detailed description of an experimental study to determine if individual clinical tutoring could improve the functioning of brain injured mentally retarded children. The subjects were forty-two such children from the Gibson State School whose ages ranged from seven years four months to thirteen years nine months and whose IQ's scores range from thirty-three to sixtythree at the beginning of the experiment. They had been residing in the institution for an average of forty-two months. The experimental method involved the individual tutoring during a three year experimental period. The children were divided into two match groups with the experimental group receiving two years of tutoring, and one year of no tutoring, and the controlled group receiving no tutoring for the first two years and tutoring for the final year. Thus, each group also acted as its own control. A comprehensive battery of tests was given at the beginning of the experiment and at one year intervals thereafter for four years. The major findings are summarized.
The results of the study showed that intellectual development can be improved by tutoring and the achievement is greater in the area of verbal skills than non verbal skills but that all the children had extreme difficulty at the higher abstract levels of conceptualization and were unable to progress beyond this point. There was an impressive range of individual differences in the response of the children to the tutoring, but the younger children consistently showed greater improvement than the older children. It was also noted that when the tutoring procedures were removed, there was a tendency for its development to regress to lower levels or to become arrested, In a study such as this, it is always difficult to evaluate the relative influence of the content of the tutoring lessons themselves and the emotional relationship formed between the tutor and the student in reference to the progress observed in the student. Doctor Gallagher and his workers paid particular attention to this point. Their observations suggested that the relationships form between tutor and child had a great influence in preparing
